
Thanks to everyone who 
attended our first general meeting since March, this one via 
Zoom.  It was fantastic to see so many of you there and be 
able to share some good times together. 

Our guest, Don McQueen, took us through some wonderful 
tales of the outback by Banjo Patterson and the pictures he 
painted in the way he told the stories of Clancy of the Over-
flow and the drovers horse bought out quite a few emo-
tions from us all.  The tears turned to laughter as he 
amused us with his tales of the two young ladies on a train 
ride sitting opposite two country lads, one of whom had 
left his “garage door” wide open, and the great farmer, 
McDougall, with his feats on the cricket field. 

A number of us have received our free face masks and the 
feedback is that they are excellent.  I did a “test walk” with 
mine and found it easier to breathe in than other masks.  
Thanks to our team of happy helpers, Elaine, Mary and 
Joan.  Merilyn would be thrilled to hear from more sewing 
volunteers.  I strongly recommend you contact her to place 
your order, the club is covering the cost of postage and ma-
terials.   
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The President, Ron Johnson opened the Zoom meeting at 
10.02 am 

Attendees. 58 members were in attendance. Apologies 
were not recorded. 

Ron began by outlining the format of todays meeting 
then handed over to Judy Brophy who introduced Don 
McQueen as our guest speaker. 

Don (Bush Poet) entertained us all with Australian bush 
poetry and gave us his rendition on poems penned by 
Banjo Patterson, a person known only as a Lady from 
Narrabri, Thomas Spencer and Jack Drake. 

Don weaved and performed his magic until 10.45 am.  

Ron then continued the meeting and called upon Com-
mittee members to deliver their respective reports.  Alt-
hough these reports have been comprehensively dealt 
with in the Newsletter (Grey Matter) each committee 
member was given the opportunity for a personal input. 

Secretary’s Report 

Marty delivered this stating he was merely “putting a 
face” on what he has already dealt with in detail in the 
Committee Report which is a monthly addition to the 
newsletter (Grey Matter). He finished with a few words of 
encouragement for members to volunteer for future 
committee positions. 

Welfare Report 

As above, most has already been covered in Grey Matter.  
Veronica added her personal touch here. 

Treasurer’s Report  

Phil highlighted five aspects of his report in rounded fig-
ures. He then added some detail on grants and stressed 
how members certainly got their value for money from 
their $50 subscription which results in value added to $83 
for members.  

Phil then moved that the Treasurers Report be accepted. 
Seconded by Russ. Passed unanimously.    

Membership Report 

Peter began by noting that our last face to face meeting 
was in March. 

He stressed that we were all looking forward to when 

circumstances change and new members can be inducted 
into the club officially and in person. He spoke of one 
resignation (Naomi Brodie). Our current membership 
stands at 112 with 3 unpaid. He gave special thanks to 
Russ, Judy and Ron for their outstanding contributions 
and believes that we will emerge a stronger club as a 
result. 

Outings and Activities Report 

Judy referred to information already in the Newsletter. 
The “Ultimate Indulgence” day trip has been postponed. 

The Victorian Silo Art Trail has been pushed out until 
March 2021. Look out for an Email to come which will 
require a further deposit for this. More rooms may be 
available for us at that time.  

Ron mentioned here that he is looking for options for 
another trip in 2021 with an emphasis to help some com-
munities which are still suffering. 

Merilyn now spoke and was assisted by Ron. She outlined 
her work on COVID-19 masks (made to the standards set 
down by the Victorian Government).  She asked for more 
sewing volunteers. 

Newsletter Report 

Russ basically stated that he could not really add anything 
which has not already been dealt with in the Newsletter.  
He reiterated that according to “standing rules” it is not 
permissible to include email addresses in the Newsletter. 

He thanked members for their contributions to the news-
letter and urged them to continue to provide them. 

In winding up the meeting: 

Ron thanked Russ again for his enormous efforts and Lyn 
(Past President) reinforced what Ron had said, paying a 
sincere complement for the effort brought into play at 
keeping the lines of communication open.  

Judy mentioned the success and fun of her first “Fantastic 
Friday Quiz” and encouraged more to join in for the next 
one, scheduled for 2 pm Friday 21st.    

Meeting concluded at 11.20 am. 

Next General Meeting via ZOOM will be at 10 am on  
September 8th. 
Prepared by M P Malone, Secretary 

Minutes of General Meeting Tuesday 11 August 2020  
via ZOOM 

Quotes to contemplate 

If you don't read the newspaper you are uninformed.  If 
you do read the newspaper you're misinformed. --Mark 
Twain  

Government is the great fiction, through which every-
body endeavours to live at the expense of everybody 
else. --Frederic Bastiat, French economist(1801-1850)  

Government's view of the economy could be summed up 
in a few short phrases: If it moves, tax it;  if it keeps mov-
ing, regulate it and if it stops moving, subsidize it. 
 --Ronald Reagan  

The ‘Top 3 discoveries or inventions of the 
past 200 years’ Challenge. 

This challenge produced some interesting outcomes 
from our members. 

The top ranking responses were Penicillin, electricity 
and the motor vehicle.  Other answers ranged over 
vaccines, various home appliances and, of course, 
the screw top wine bottle. 
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Book Groups—4th Thursday 

27 August, 2:00pm 

Book Group 1  
Discussing Emma Donoghue’s “Akin”, the story of a 
child and an adult trapped together. 

Convenor:  Patricia Noseda 

Book Group 2 
Next read:  “AN UNCONVENTIONAL WIFE”-  
The Life of Julia Sorell Arnold by Melbourne-based 
writer and historian Mary Hoban. 

Convenor:  Joan Teele 

Discussion Group 
Wednesday 19 August,  11:00am by Zoom 

“Do we have a health care system 
that meets our needs, wants and 
which Australia can afford?” 
but specifically excluding residential and in 
home Aged Care to keep the breadth man-
ageable - a good topic for another discus-
sion. 

Our health system has come in for a very heavy load 
over recent months—and now specific criticism 
about the structure and funding of public health in 
Victoria. 

Prof Emeritus Peter Phelan, who practised as paedi-
atrician with special interest in chest disease, will 
lead our discussion.  

Peter was on the staff of the RCH for 35 years, in the 
last 14 years was head of the Uni. Melb. Dept of Pae-
diatrics. He was on the RCH Board for 14 years.  He 
was much involved in medical education, health poli-
cy, health and hospital administration.  This contin-
ued after retirement from Uni. Melb. and he did 
many consultancies in these fields.  He joined the 
Board of Cabrini Health in 2004, was Chairman 2006-
2010 and retired after that.  

Questions that could be discussed  

1. What outcomes indicate the effectiveness of a 
health system and how does Australia stand?  

2. What should we expect from quality general  
practitioners, out of hospital and in hospital spe-
cialist care?  

3. Is private health (in reality hospital and optional 
out of hospital ancillary services) insurance worth 
it?  

4. What wants, as distinct from needs, does our 
health system fail to meet?  

5. How much does Australia in terms of GDP 
spend on health, what percentage comes from 
taxes and what paid by individuals and are these 
about right? How do these compare with other 
countries?  

6. Who uses the health system the most?  

7. Is there much waste in our health care system?  
Zoom access information will be emailed out at Mon-
day or Tuesday prior to the discussion. 

The Victorian government’s “Better Health Chan-
nel” (click yellow link to open) claims “The healthcare 
system in Victoria provides high-quality health treat-
ment, care, education and disease prevention for all 
Victorians.  It includes a wide range of healthcare pro-
fessionals, all working in numerous public and private 
settings, such as hospitals, medical clinics, community 
centres and private practice.” 

All welcome.  Zoom access details are 
included in the covering email for this 
GMW 

FFFQFF— Alternate friday afternoons 

Friday 21 August, - 2:00pm by Zoom 

FRIVOLOUS FRIDAY FRIENDLY QUIZ for some 

FUN and FELLOWSHIP. 
BE IN IT TO WIN IT 

Intending players please contact Judy Brophy 

The access information (“Meeting ID” and 
“Password”) -will be sent out by email on Thursday 
20th or Friday 21st.   

Reminders how to Zoom for those who haven’t been 
Zooming around is set out later in this GMW. 

Convenor:  Judy Brophy 

Coming up 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/ServicesAndSupport/healthcare-system-in-Victoria
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/ServicesAndSupport/healthcare-system-in-Victoria
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Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  
Kew 3101 

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  

9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

Have you got your FREE COVID 
washable masks?  

Free to Greythorn Probus members. 

Compulsory wearing of a Face Mask at all times once 
outside your front door is perhaps onerous but defi-
nitely essential.   

The club is making two FREE three-layer, well-fitting, 
wash and wear fabric masks, as recommended by Vic 
Govt., free to our each of members. 

All you need do is send through your email order for 
two masks per person - available in Medium or Large 
size - to Merilyn Newnham (click the pic.) 

A big shout out to wonderful our machinists. Further 
offers of assistance from others 
with a sewing machine and a few 
hours to spare will be most wel-
come to assist with production.  

Merilyn 

Always remember you're 
unique. Just like every-
one else.  

The Garden Appreciation group would normally be out 
visiting some interesting garden during this week but, 
due to  COVID, cannot get together.  However, we offer 
you a walk through some of France’s most celebrated 
gardens through the linked picture below. 

Garden Appreciation 

Walking Group 

Monday would normally be the day for the Walkers to 
gather and head off on a great walk somewhere around 
Melbourne.  As this is not possible, you might like to view 
the walk below near Mt Donna Buang and the Warburton 
Redwood Forest. 
Perhaps we can enjoy such a walk in the not-too-distant 
future.  (click the pic to view) 

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
mailto:merilynnewnham@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWJVKBV1-mc
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Recent Activities 

Our thanks to Boroondara for their support of 

our club and its activities 

What a hoot—and a business meeting with it! 

We resumed our General Meetings on Tuesday 11 August with Don 
McQueen by Zoom.  We saw 58 of our members together on Zoom.  Cer-
tainly a great way to get our full club activities back under way—and to 
spend a morning together even when we’re all isolated from each other. 

Don gave us some different Banjo poems—
but the highlights, perhaps, were the garage 
door with the Morris Minor with 2 flat tyres 
and the Rottie with the cattle dog attached. 

He didn’t mention at the session that he 
has three CD’s available from his website 
with most of the poems he performed 

both yesterday and in December.   Click on the ‘gallery view’ picture 
from our Zoom session to go to Don’s website. 

It was an historic occasion.  The first general meeting since our AGM—
and the first opportunity for Ron to wear his chain of office at a club 
meeting.  The Minutes of the meeting are included in this GMW. 

FFFQFF:  
The inaugural quiz was launched on Zoom on Friday 
7th with 19 Teams. 

President Ron was chaffing at the bit after doing his 
regulation warm up of 50 brain push-ups & Peggy 
was ready to give him resuscitation if necessary. 

After 3 rounds of 10 ques-
tions plus some visual car-
toon challenges, Judy Bailey 
was the victor & awarded 
the FFFQFF  
CERTIFICATE of BRILLIANCE! 

Questions were in depth & 
challenging e.g. “What was Hugh Hefner’s Private jet 
called?”, “Which of the 7 Dwarfs’ names does not 
end in ’Y’?”, “Who does the brain teasers & puzzles in 
the GMW?” 

A lavish Afternoon Tea was served mid quiz & there 
could be a prize in future quiz’s for the most im-
proved scones! 

The next FFFQFF will take off at 2.00pm on Friday 21st, 
book your front row seat by contacting Judy Brophy. 

As indicated, the training is FREE as it’s supported by 
the Aust. Government. 
If you’re interested, please contact our President, 
Ron Johnson. 

http://www.thebushballadeer.com/
http://www.thebushballadeer.com/
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A 2020 Birthday cake 

A 2020 birthday party 

March 2020 
And people stayed home 
and read books and listened 
and rested and exercised 
and made art and played 
and learned new ways of being 
and stopped 
and listened deeper 

someone meditated 
someone prayed 
someone danced 
someone met their shadow 

and people began to think differ-
ently 
and people healed 
and in the absence of people who 

The West Australian Symphony Orchestra provides 
some classical culture that’s right up to date for  

current conditions. 
Click on the picture below to enjoy it. 

lived in ignorant ways, 
dangerous, meaningless and 
heartless, 
even the earth began to heal 

and when the danger ended 
and people found each other 
grieved for the dead people 
and they made new choices 
and dreamed of new visions 
and created new ways of life 
and healed the earth completely 

just as they were healed them-
selves. 

Kitty O'Meara 

Synchrotron and COVID 
Last year a number of us visited the Synchrotron in 
Clayton.  This incredible machine allows scientists to 
look deep into materials to identify parts almost at 
atomic levels. 

We heard how it had been used, for example, to es-
tablish absolutely that Pharlap had been killed by 
arsenic. 

A more recently reported 
use has identified a minute 
fragment of the virus that 
caused COVID-19 in the 
blood of alpacas.  They are 
consequently working to 
use “alpaca nanobodies (small fragments of antibod-
ies) which are the molecules our systems produce in 
response to an infection.  They will then examine 
how they interact with the 
spike protein from SARS-CoV-
2” 

Australian research in what 
must be a somewhat unex-
pected but welcome direction. 

Zen teaching: 

Before you criticize someone, 
you should walk a mile in 
their shoes. That way, when 
you criticize them, you're a 
mile away and you have their 
shoes.  

Helpers for shearing wel-
come  

https://youtu.be/AAkGG4mCiX0
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Supporting, through their fantastic fund raising, 

community activities within the  

City of Boroondara 

Haven’t been Zooming? 
Forgotten how to join a Zoom 
meeting? 
Simply click the hyperlink in the ‘invitation’ email 
(the line of blue gobbledegook) or alternately, if you 
have Zoom installed on your computer you can, click 
the Zoom icon and then “Join Meeting” icon enter-
ing the meeting ID and password (both of which will 
be set out in the joining meeting email) when 

prompted. 

Zoom start 

icon 

Join Meeting icon on 

Zoom Home Page 

The Whitehorse Centre  

farewell concert.  
The present theatre is being demolished and probus 
had originally booked for the final concert and, alt-
hough this one concert is different from the original 
one, members may be interested in this one. 

It will be premiering online on 28th August at 8pm 
but can also be viewed on their website Facebook 
page and Youtube channel up to midnight Sunday 
30th August.  

The concert will feature Marina Prior and Kane  
Alexander. 

For more details visit whitehorsecentre.com.au 

A little old man shuffled slowly into an ice 
cream parlour and pulled himself slowly, 
painfully, up onto a stool... After catching his 
breath, he ordered a banana split. 

The waitress asked kindly, 'Crushed nuts?' 

'No,' he replied, 'Arthritis.' 

whitehorsecentre.com.au
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Marty’s Playground 
“Quotable Quotes” or Who said It?  
Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these: 

Answers to quotes 1 through 4 in Issue 21 of Grey 
Matter 

1. G.K.Chesterton 1874 – 1936 The Man who was 
Thursday (1908) Chapter 4. 

2. G.K.Chesterton All things Considered (1908) ‘On 
running after one’s Hat. 

3. George Bernard Shaw (1856 – 1950) Major Barbara 
(1907) act 3. 

4. George Bernard Shaw       Major Barbara     act 2. 

Now find out who is responsible for these.  
1. Little wonder we take refuge in our past.  It’s really 

all we know. 

2. So we beat on, boats against the current, borne 
back ceaselessly into the past. 

3. Why can’t a woman be more like a man? Men are 
so honest, so thoroughly square; Eternally noble, 
historically fair. 

4. God is love, but get it in writing. 

KINKY ADVERTISING  

(aka No Bull) 

IN A PODIATRIST’S 
OFFICE 
Time wounds all 
heels 
ON A SEPTIC TANK 
TRUCK 
Yesterday’s Meals on 
Wheels 
AT AN 
OPTOMESTRIST’S OFFICE 
If you don’t see what you’re looking for, 
You’ve come to the right place. 

BRAIN TEASERS; 
Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos. 1 through 14 
(with some exceptions). 

Some answers I am not certain about and are open to 
scrutiny.  Some I have no answer for.  If you have another 
interpretation, please contact the headmaster Mr. M. 
Malone and it will be considered for ADDENDUM in the 
next issue of Grey Matter. 

1. U out of turn 

2. Nothing in It 

3. Raised eyebrows 

4. Drinks on the House 

5. More in it than meets the eye (i) 

6. For (four) ever and ever 

7. Am BIG U ous 

8. Mother in Law 

9. Three Wise (Y’s) Men 

10. Mixed Bag 

11. At the Point of No Return? 

12. Two Steps Backwards? 

13. Bermuda triangle 

 

Now try the next block Nos. 15 through 
28.  

Trump That ! 


